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Such duty to the drunkard let him do
With soft low tongue and lowly courtesy,
And say, 'What is't your honour will command,
Wherein your lady and your humble wife
May show her duty, and make known her love?*
And then with kind embracements, tempting kisses,
And with declining head into his bosom,
Bid him shed tears, as being overjoy'd
To see her noble lord reftor'd to health,
Who for this seven years hath esteemed him
No better than a poor and loathesome beggar:
And if the boy have not a woman's gift
To rain a shower of commanded tears,
An onion will do well for such a shift,
Which in a napkin (being close convey'd)
Shall in despite enforce a watery eye.
See this dispatch'd with all the hafte thou canft
Anon I *11 give thee more in&rudHons.
I know the boy will well usurp the grace,
Voice, gait, and action of a gentlewoman.
There is certainly no doubt here of the capability of
the boy aftor to present the outward semblance of
a woman, but a&ing is more than mimicry, and doubt
might reasonably be entertained as to the boy's
capacity to express the emotions demanded of such a
charafter as Rosalind or Juliet, and at this point it is
necessary to consider Sir Sidney Lee's remark that 'the
nature of boys is a pretty permanent fa&or in human
society/ It is fruitless to dispute about the essential
nature of any group of human beings, but it maft be
dear to any one who will trouble to examine their
place in social history that boys are as much subjeft to
the Zeitgeist as adults and that their characteristics are
generally those which are expected of them by the age
in which they live. It is true that many boys are